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BY NIM REINHARDT
STAFF WRITER

GWINN –At only seven years of
age, Inge Auerbacher was sent
to Terezin concentration camp in
Czechoslovakia in 1942. Little
did she know that she would be
one of only a hundred to survive
out of fifteen thousand impris-
oned children there. Inge will be
traveling to Gwinn from New
York as an honored guest to
share her story with anybody
who wishes to attend.
     “I met Inge three years ago
when she was a guest speaker at
St. Peter’s Cathedral with the
Marquette County Interfaith
Forum,” said Gwinn High School
English teacher Heather
Hollands. “She’s a warm and
caring person. Inge loves talking
with and hugging everyone she
meets, so after you meet her you
will feel like you knew her all
along.”
     At 5 p.m., Saturday, May 8,
Inge will be at the Gwinn High
School cafeteria for a community
meet and greet, coordinated by
English teachers Connie Joffee
and Shannon Ruiz. Those
attending are asked to bring a
dish to pass. At 6:30 p.m. is the
Fine Arts Program in the GHS
gymnasium where Inge will
speak to the public. The evening
also will include performances
by the GHS Chorale and poetry
readings by students. Admis-
sion to this program is a non-
perishable food item, which will
be donated to the St. Vincent
food pantry in Gwinn.
     In preparation for her arrival,
the community has pulled
together to make Inge’s visit
memorable for not only the
students but also for her. The

collaboration across grade
levels, subject areas and school
groups has become known as
“The Star Project.” Of the many
class projects, the GHS Creative
Writing students, for example,
are selling yellow cardstock stars
to hang in community busi-
nesses and tote bags as sources
of revenue for two writing
contests that relate to themes of

Fact Box
By Nim Reinhardt

*When Jewish children were no
longer allowed to attend regular
school, young Inge was forced to
walk two miles then travel one hour
by train to attend classes in
Stuttgart, Germany.

*When her family was deported
in 1942, Inge was 7 years old, and
the youngest out of 1,200 people.

*Inge contracted Scarlet Fever af-
ter her arrival to Terezin and spent
four months in the hospital.

*Inge had nothing when entering
the camp except her clothes and her
doll, Marlene, which she kept all
three years in the camp.

*Even though Inge lost many
years of schooling, she graduated
with honors from Bushwick High
School in Brooklyn after only three
years.

*She worked 38 years as a chem-
ist.

*Inge has been lecturing on the
Holocaust since 1981.

*She has spoken to thousands of
people in the USA, Canada and
Germany.

*Inge is fluent in both English and
German.

*She has appeared on many ra-
dio and television programs in the
USA and abroad.

Senior Jeff Sorensen and Sophomore Regan Koers cut out stars to
fundraise for The Star Project. The stars were sold in local
businesses and still can be purchased on May 8th at GHS for $1.
They will be posted on the walls outside of the cafeteria.
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Holocaust Survivor Inge Auerbacher celebrates her liberation day, May 8th, as her second birthday.
The community is invited to celebrate with her at a potluck in the Gwinn High School cafeteria at 5
p.m., Saturday, May 8th. Inge will speak to the community at 6:30 p.m. in the high school gymnasium.

Students prepare
to meet Inge
Auerbacher and to
hear her story

celebrating community, tolerance
and diversity. There is the Mark
DeShambo Memorial Poetry
Contest and also the Every Day
Hero Essay contest. High school
students can win cash prizes for
their submissions and the writers
of the winning pieces will read at
the event.
     “I’m really excited about The

Star Project and I want people to
be involved,” said junior Anika
Jamison, a Creative Writing
student. “It’s nice how involved
our community has been and I
want everybody to get together
to work on it. So far I’ve sold
stars to local stores, at parent
teacher conferences, and to
students during school lunch.”

The stars cost one dollar each.
Also available for $5 are black
reusable grocery totes with
community themed word art in
yellow.
     The GHS National Honor
Society is collecting the canned
food, both at the Saturday night
event and during a Friday, May
7th, assembly where Inge will
speak to the middle and high
school students. She also is
speaking that Friday morning to
4th, 5th and 6th graders at Gilbert
Elementary in Gwinn.
     The CADD classes are making
center pieces for the dinner
portion of the event. The Art
classes are working on replicating
artwork created by children at the
Terezin camp. The American
History classes are putting
together displays involving the
history of the Holocaust. The
Journalism class put together this
special edition newspaper.
Students at Gwinn Middle School,
Gilbert Elementary, and K.I.
Sawyer Elementary also are
getting involved by reading
Inge’s book about her childhood I
Am A Star and by creating
projects to display.
     “Our goal is to bring the
community closer together and to
showcase the difference one
person can make,” said English
and Creative Writing teacher Amy
Laitinen. “The idea came from
Mrs. Hollands because it has
been her dream since 2007…and
now it’s finally happening.
Although Inge’s story isn’t
always pleasant, it’s an important
truth. By attending, you become a
witness and will hopefully
continue telling her story.”
     Hollands and Laitinen each
received fellowships for National
Writing Project teacher-consult-
ants to attend the Memorial
Library Summer Seminar on
Holocaust Education in New York
City. Hollands attended in 2007
and Laitinen attended in 2009.
Using an inquiry based approach,
the two-week program encour-
aged teachers to think creatively
about approaches to teaching the
Holocaust, and to consider ways
to engage students with difficult
material such as hatred and
prejudice. Laitinen will be
returning this summer for an
advanced institute.
     The founder of the Memorial
Library, Olga Lengyel, was a
survivor of Auschwitz. Her goal in
setting up the library was to
educate future generations about
the horrors of the Holocaust and
other atrocities. Inge
Auerbacher’s trip to Gwinn is
funded by the Memorial Library
and a local Excellence in Educa-
tion grant received by Hollands,
Laitinen, and Chorus/Chorale
teacher David Dagenais.

Student Publication

Inge poses
with her doll
Marlene

Inge still has
her yellow star

of David.



Voice of Democracy
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     Don’t get discouraged. Don’t
lose faith. America still has heroes.
We live among them. They’re not
followed around by bodyguards of
adoring fans. Goodbye Superman
and Brittany Spears. The people of
America are not fooled by glitter
and entertainment.

      I’m talking about heroes. Real
American Heroes. Heroes we look
up to, respect, and remember. These
heroes safeguard our nation and give
us insight on how to conduct our
lives. They meet life’s challenges
with commitments grounded in val-
ues, and they believe that ideals are
worth fighting and living for.

     In January of 2009, our coun-
try witnesses an incredible emer-
gency airplane landing when Cap-
tain Chesley Sullenberger maneu-
vered a crippled jetliner over New
York City and safely set it down in
the Hudson River, saving 155 lives.
What is the secret of his steely
nerves and heroic response?

      Captain Sullenberger stated
he believes that cultivating ordinary
American virtues such as commit-
ment to hard work, leadership, and
service to others, can prepare us to
perform extraordinary acts. Essen-
tial lessons that helped him become
the man and pilot he is today were
learned in his boyhood and while in
the military.

     He cites his experience in the
United States Air Force as being a
key factor for developing leadership
qualities and for instilling the im-
portance of taking responsibility for
every one in his care. National he-
roes like captain Sullenberger remind
us that the ideals we believe in are
true, even if they’re not always evi-
dent.

     Incredible acts of bravery and
sacrifice have been witnessed on

foreign beaches, in desolate trenches,
and on windswept deserts as American
heroes offer their lives to protect our
rights and freedoms. Recently in Iraq, a
Marine, while wrestling with a terror-
ist, deliberately covered a detonating
hand grenade with his body. His su-
preme sacrifice saved the lives of sev-
eral Marines. On frontlines past and
present, someone else’s sacrifice has
secured our freedoms. Tens of thou-
sands of white crosses remind every
generation of the price that is paid.

     Our heroes are not only dedicated
to defending our country, but they are
also compassionate and caring. Through
service programs and veteran support
systems, remarkable men and women
reach out to improve the lives of oth-
ers. They inspire us to believe in the
nobility of the human spirit.

     Very few could argue that these
exceptional people are not American he-
roes. But what about every day heroes?
Does America still have them? Open
up your family photo album. More than
likely you have a hero among your rela-
tives. My grandfather was 17 years old
when he enlisted in the Army Air
Corps. He was the same age I am now.
He left his immigrant parents and small
town with a conviction that it is every

GHS Journalism Staff

     The sun shines brightly, depict-
ing the eeriness and unusual sense of
understanding. The seasick feeling
falsely explain the dread shared be-
tween 100,000 men. The date was
June 6, 1944, as Omaha Beach was
overrun by what looked like a dis-
turbed fire ants’ nest with the United
States intending to change the pace
of World War II. One soldier sat dis-
oriented, overcome, as he tried to hide
his displeasing odor and envision the
breeze of his homeland’s untarnished
air that captured the mind and body
with each breath taken. The war
nearly slipped his thoughts as he freed
his mentality of the five pounds of
packed explosives strapped to both
his front and back. His puke bag was
worn as a necklace and was sup-
ported by a heavy mine detector, only
leaving an empty hand for his rifle,
which provided a false sense of secu-
rity.

   The heavy gear only brought
about a dampening sweat that soaked
the United States Army uniform, but
that very uniform gave the weak their
strength and the blind a chance to see
light near the end. The day was typi-
cal back home in a liberated nation --
his children unknowingly and freely
played about -- but for the thousands
of soldiers there was no walk in the
park. As the men exited the landing
boat, all self-regret was left behind as
the sounds of mortar shells and guns
replaced prior attention. How will-
ingly should all people support such
demonstrated bravery as we keep in
spectacle the importance of each sac-
rifice made by the men and women
of the United States Armed Forces?
Those same men and women are the
heroes in today’s society.

When a group of people
fight for a unifying dream, such as

that of achieving world peace, anything
can be accomplished; even the un-
solved questions of the world will un-
mistakably seem predictable. The
honor provided by those before us have
sketched a foundation of unity, which
is achievable by the willingness to
change for the better. The inked his-
tory of the United States is defined
with sacrifices of American Veterans,
who paved way for the construction
of skyscraper-sized success. The tech-
nological and industrial advancement
in society, which occurs at such a rapid
pace, is made possible because of the
military action put forth. Now, decades
later as one united nation, we can only
pledge to continue steering the prom-
ising future down the concreted side-
walks, shaped by love and devotion to
one’s home land, towards the successes
ahead. Those freedoms we so easily
take for granted, must be cherished and
respectively persevered in the minds
of all three hundred million people of
the United States. The price of free
will is founded by so much more than

billions of dollars and hardship.
Unlike the overly awed su-

perstars and celebrities, the veterans
who surround us in our everyday lives
are worthy of their praise. The United
States is founded by the endless ef-
forts contributed by these men and
women. As an adult, one should mag-
nify the significance of positive role
models, which the United States vet-
erans fulfill completely. They are the
heroes of today, exemplary citizens,
the unified force behind an indestruc-
tible mass and a proud statue of the
United States itself.

Without our unsung heroes
our mere freedom would not exist. The
freedoms we possess as American citi-
zens have unfortunately been taken
for granted for many years. The true
heroes of today, our veterans, are
humble, hidden, and act unobtrusively,
which is unlike the typical protocol
for a hero. Many of the veterans were
forced to make great sacrifices affect-
ing themselves and their families.
These sacrifices distance the veterans
from the every day person.

Since the draft is no longer
actively used, all of the men am women
in our Armed Forces have volunteered.
They deserve the utmost respect from
everyone, as they make the ultimate
personal decision to risk their lives in
order to provide the freedoms that
support the United States. The en-
during freedoms that exist are a con-
tribution of the men and women ac-
tive in our Armed Forces. Even after
many years of fighting, the services of
our Armed Forces are still requested
and needed daily. The veterans of to-
day, as well as the veterans of the
United States’ decorated past, will
forever stand as the backbone of the
strongest nation. They remain  the he-
roes of the past, present, and future.

Does America Still Have Heroes?

Arizona enacts
controversial new
immigration law
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citizen’s duty to do his small part.
Would I have had the courage to en-
list and leave my family for the un-
known destiny of the war front?
Gramps always said that the glory
of war is found in the bravery and
sacrifice of the soldiers. He never
thought he had done anything heroic.
I wish he were alive today so I could
tell him that I gain strength from his
commitment and service to his coun-
try. I understand that what ultimately
guides our lives are the ideals that we
carry with us every day.

    Along with my grandfather,
thousands of other veterans have
centered their lives on the concepts
of honor, duty and service. Accord-
ing to John F. Kennedy, a nation re-
veals itself not only by the men (and
women) it produces, but also by the
men (and women) it honors and re-
members. Real heroes embody noble
qualities such as integrity, courage,
compassion, and love of country.

     I am convinced that America
still has heroes who are defined by
these qualities. These outstanding
heroes are found in the ranks of our
present and past military men and
women. Our precious gift of freedom
is passed to generations of Ameri-
cans through their service and sacri-
fices. Our liberties and hopes for the
future are preserved by their unfail-
ing courage and humility. These he-
roes have earned our respect and our
deepest gratitude. Without a doubt,
we are proud to claim them as true
American heroes.

Editor’s Note: Meredith’s Voice of
Democracy essay placed fourth in
the State of Michigan. She earned a
$1,500.00 James N. Goldsmith
Scholarship. Meredith’s essays
reached the state level all four years
of her high school career.

What do you think about Arizona’s
new legislation?
Letter to the Editor

The following is a piece from the
Teaching Tolerance website, a Project
of the Southern Poverty Law Center:

Hundreds of high school and college
students gathered around the state
capitol in Phoenix, Ariz., on Friday
(April 23rd). They were there to
convince Gov. Jan Brewer to veto
Senate Bill 1070. These young
protesters were disappointed though.
Brewer signed the bill and instantly set
back relations between whites and
Latinos in Arizona and other parts of
the country.

The law is designed to identify,
prosecute and deport illegal immi-
grants. As outlined by The New York
Times:

The police would be authorized to
arrest immigrants unable to show
documents allowing them to be in the
country and the legislation would leave
drivers open to sanctions...for
knowingly transporting an illegal
immigrant, even a relative. It expressly
forbids cities from adopting “sanctu-
ary” policies that restrict the police
and public workers from immigration
enforcement...

In other words, Arizona cops now
have a green light for racial profiling -
- unless anyone seriously thinks that
an Irish national with blonde hair and
blue eyes who is in Arizona illegally
will receive the same scrutiny as an
Arizona-born American with darker
features.

www.tolerance.org

Coach Bill Hill’s comments on this
historical event:

Based on the comments from one of
the shapers of this immigration bill, it
appears that only the people who do
crime or other illegal action in the
neighborhoods of Arizona are those
who have Hispanic or Mexican

backgrounds or physical features. It
is likely that “probable” cause will
end up being you ‘look like’ an illegal
immigrant, CAUSE, you PROB-
ABLY are.” I wish we could find a
plan to “crowd classrooms” around
the country with students who are
motivated to be in them and get
those who dropped out to return to
crowd them.

Perhaps Arizona should build
more schools rather than put kids
on the streets regardless of their
status. Aside from those whose
ancestors were forced through
slavery or servitude to come to this
country and the Indigenous People
who had 95 percent of the original
Nations that occupied this land died
off as a result of European trans-
ported diseases, war, and slaughter.
We have children, grand children, and
great+ grandchildren of European
immigrants fighting immigration. Go
figure!

That probably include the
governor of Arizona. “Give me your
tired, your poor, Your huddled
masses yearning to breathe free,
the wretched refuse of your
teeming shore. Send these, the
homeless, tempest-tossed to me, I
lift my lamp beside the golden
door!”

Maybe we need a sign at all the
borders except those by way of the
Atlantic Ocean that says, “except
you enter by way of the Statue of
Liberty, you are NOT welcome
here.” Or maybe we would consider
listening to the wisdom of Jesus and
figure out a way to help those who
are “illegal” and desire to be a citizen
of this great country, become legal.

Jesus said, “Whatever you do (or
do not do) to the least of these, you
do to Me. Love your neighbor, as
yourself.” Who is our neighbor?

Coach Bill Hill
Gwinn

I Am a Citizen, I Promise
EDITORIAL BY KELSEY BARNA

STAFF WRITER

Just because you are of Hispanic back-
ground, should you automatically be
suspected of being an illegal immigrant?
In Arizona, that is how you will be
treated due to the new law that will take
effect in August. An immigrant must
carry around all of their citizenship pa-
pers to prove to the law that they are
real citizens. Just like during the Holo-
caust when the Jews had to wear the
Star of David, the immigrants must now
carry around an identity.

I do not believe that this is a neces-
sary law. Not only is it racist but it is
also insensitive. If you are suspected of
being an illegal immigrant, the police are
then anytime allowed to come to you

and ask you to show your citizen I.D.
If you do not have it on you, then
they will deport you. This does not
seem like a fair law; everyone should
be treated equally. Those of a differ-
ent ethnic background should not be
the only ones with the spotlight on
them.

By having a law like this one, you
are belittling those who may be of His-
panic background even if they are an
actual citizen. I do not believe that they
should have to pull out a piece of ID
at the law’s command to prove this.

I think the Feds should put their
foot down and tell Arizona lawmakers
that they cannot place a law like this.
I find it very racist and belittling.

Adviser Heather Hollands
David Anderson
Kelsey Barna
Nikita Claflin
Kimberly Ferris
Amber Montroy
Samantha Olson
Nim Reinhardt
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Taylor Roos
Amanda Shaw
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Ariel Yeager
Megan York
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He is My Guide
2010 Everyday Hero Essay Contest Winner
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Nikki Moore reads her first place essay at the 2008 Fine Arts
Festival. She won $100 for herself and $100 for her grandpa.

BY SARAH UNDERWOOD

The perfect grandfather is
a man who is full of limitless love,
perpetual kindness, and unfathom-
able loyalty. He is the kind of man
who leaves a mark on his family that
doesn’t fade with time. Instead, with
each piggy-back ride he gives, every
broken toy he mends, and all the
moments he spends drying tears and
bandaging wounds, it is reinforced as
its colors grow brighter and it cuts
even deeper than before. My
grandpa, Richard Raven, was
precisely this man, and so much
more. He was the glue that kept the
family together.

A family is a delicate thing.
It is made of threads that are strong
enough to withstand even the
harshest hurricane from the outside,
but it cannot take on a storm from
within. Each squabble and argument
wears on it, poking holes in it and
ripping it apart. My “papa” was the
needle and thread that mended these
imperfections. If any member of my
family hurt another, we could count
on him to show up at the perfect

time, painstakingly weaving the
stitches that would inevitably pull us
back together again. He was the
mediator, the go-between, the man
who knew exactly what it took to
settle the disputes and to ensure that
the memories of whatever conflicts
we may have had during the course
of the day were fading blissfully into
the background by the time we went
home.

I don’t remember when I
first heard that papa was sick. I
don’t remember all of the doctor
visits, and I can’t pinpoint the exact
moment when his health took a real
turn for the worst. I was young and
naive then, and I was sure that the
doctors could fix him. They could do
anything; it was their job to make
people better. His health was
declining slowly, but I hardly noticed
as more prescription bottles
appeared in the medicine cabinet. I
was so distracted by everything else
going on in my life that, somehow, I
missed those clear markers of what
was to come. The coughing, the

mounting number of doctor visits,
and the new machinery that became a
staple in the household were all like
road signs, trying to warn me about
the dangerous path ahead, but I flew
right past them.

It was my junior year of
high school when fate really started
to take hold. Suddenly there was a
hospital bed sitting in the living room
where the couch used to be. Papa
rarely left its comfort, venturing
outside only once or twice. The cold
was just too hard on him. We
gathered the entire family together at
his and my grandma’s house on
Christmas Eve, trying our hardest to
be our usual loud and cheerful selves.
The knowledge of that this was the
beginning of the end was overwhelm-
ing, though, and we couldn’t hide
from the dark feelings that came with
it. We overcompensated by acting
even more jovial than usual, but I left
the house on Christmas Day feeling
defeated. The battle was nearing its
close and we were losing him. All we
could do was watch as he slowly but
surely slipped away.

Losing my grandpa was
the hardest thing that has ever
happened to me. The week spent in
and out of the hospital, sleeping on
uncomfortable couches and cold tile
floors, wore on me. My entire family
was breaking down around me with

each passing minute spent listening to
his labored breathing. Looking back, I
see my role a little differently than I
had expected; I didn’t concern myself
with my own feelings, instead
offering my time and energy to being
a silent support. I always managed to
end up where someone was crying,
placing a gentle hand on their
shoulders or offering them a hug. I
didn’t try to say anything. Every
word that entered my mind seemed
generic, and I knew that there was
nothing I could say that could
possibly make the hurt go away.

Since then, things in my
family have changed a lot. We’ve been
forced into unfamiliar territory, and
the longer we spend trying to find our
way back, the farther we’re growing
apart. Still, I know this isn’t
permanent; my grandpa taught me
that life has a way of throwing
changes at us with no warning, and
we’ve got to learn to adapt. My heart
aches writing this paper as I think
about all that I have lost, but I still
smile when I think of what’s to come.
I know my grandpa is going to be
with me no matter where I go; his
voice is my conscience, gently
pushing me forward when I feel like
succumbing to the darkness.

Editor’s Note: Sarah won $100 for
herself and $100 for her grandma in
honor of her grandpa’s memory.

My Grandpa Taught
Me How To Fly

BY NIKKI MOORE

A New Definition

Who isWho isWho isWho isWho is
your hero?your hero?your hero?your hero?your hero?

Brittani Vogelsang

Mrs. Micheau. In her classes, she
teaches about having respect for
one’s body and soul by taking care.
She also stresses about treating oth-
ers with kindness and not judging.
However, her teaching goes even
deeper in that because she practices
what she preaches. She eats health-
ily, treats people with sympathy
and tough love, and she does not
judge superficially.

My dad, James Vogelsang. Even
though he passed away when I was
10, he has taught me a lot of things
I’d always need to know and God
helped him to do that. He taught me
that even though people leave you,
you will always carry a piece of
them everywhere you go...He has
helped me to believe in myself, to
be strong when others try to make
me weak. He has taught me not to
fail in life and to forgive myself for
my mistakes...He has shown me ex-
periences that others are yet to have.
He has taught me that death is not a
punishment.

Tina Lightfoot

Jared Riley

Chris Norman. She is the center
of our school. The mantle. She’s the
person we always give thanks for at
the banquets. We all know her as the
woman who does everything, and
she puts a whole bucket of time and
effort into every task.

Chris Warner, the starting point
guard at NMU. He has been there
for me with girl problems and
helped me to improve my game in
basketball, and reminded me to hang
with the right crowds.

Grandma gives the word “Love” a whole
new meaning

BY

ALISHA ARNSPARGER      Picture two birds about to send
their offspring on its first time of flight.
Now remove the offspring’s father, and
the young bird is going to struggle a
tremendous amount more than if it had
had two parental figures for guidance.
The amateur flyer would most likely
end up on the ground with a broken
wing, wondering why it couldn’t fly
like the rest of the youthful birds. My
grandfather is like the cast for that bro-
ken wing, making up for my father’s
absence.

     Without my grandfather’s help
to repair my fragmented wing, I would
be at a halt, remaining inside the nest,
speculating the difference between
myself and everyone else, who had
seemingly taken to flight before I had.
The rigid, empty hole where an im-
portant adult missing in my life, my
father, is supposed to be seems to be
stitched along the seam with pleasant
memories of my grandfather. Another
stitch is added to the jagged gash each
time he heats the cold, numb feeling of
regret, each time I seem to fall down
and don’t know where to turn.

     He has made up for the lack of a
fatherly presence way beyond neces-
sary, but it seems that he simply con-
siders it a part of his life to be there for
my mom and me. Before my extremely
mentally and physically disabled
brother Alex had passed away, my
grandfather spent a great deal of time
with him, when my mom had to work,

talking to him to cease his crying, or
just being in the room with him so he
wouldn’t feel alone. It was a shocking
thing to see because he seemed like a
different person around my brother; he
was incredibly careful and sensitive.

     Furthermore, it isn’t as if my
grandpa lives only a few minutes from
us. He resides roughly an hour from
Gwinn, in AuTrain, Michigan. None-
theless, he’s headed on his way here if
you can’t open the pickle jar. It gives
me a deep sense of relief that I always
have someone to fall back on, no matter
what has happened.

     Both of my grandparents have al-
ways been a huge part of my life, and I
couldn’t imagine living without ever
having met them. The impact my grand-
father has left on me as a person is what
I’d consider colossal. I feel like I would
leave an entirely different footprint be-
hind me if he hadn’t been there. He’s
taught me to have a reliable work ethic,
to show responsibility and persever-
ance, and the list could go on.

      I know that my grandpa
undoubtably has been a hero to mul-
tiple people, numerous time, and he’s
helped mold me into the person I am.
When he’s no longer walking this earth,
I know I’ll always carry a piece of him
around in my heart, and he’ll drift some-
where along in my words, because he’s
such a deep, spiritual part of who I am,
and who I’m going to be.

After hearing the confirming words, I
had to catch my breath. It was like a three-
ton semi-truck just rolled across my chest.
My mind raced and I began to think of the
long road that was freshly paved before my
family and me. Thoughts of suffocating wait-
ing rooms, hair loss and sympathy cards made
me tremble. My grandmother had breast can-
cer.

Disease is a tough thing to comprehend,
especially when it hits so close to home. I
knew that we would take advantage of the
best doctors and treatment, which put my
mind at ease. In only a handful of days, we
were at the hospital, waiting. Dear God, Please
keep her safe. A mastectomy is an easy word
to say, but more difficult to grasp as a woman.
It’s like taking song from a bird; keeping its
beauty and ability to fly, but losing a part of

its identity. The doctor came out; everything went as planned.
My grandmother, Betty, has always been the strongest person I know.

She handles any situation with a stiff upper lip. Life has thrown her curve-balls,
but she manages to hit home runs every time. Her husband and true love Bruce
passed away of melanoma when her first child, my mother, was only four years
old. She gathered the courage to continue on, and remarry.

      My uncle Glenn was born when my mother was ten. My grandmother’s
hands, though she doesn’t like how they look, show all she’s done in each
wrinkle and spot. Those hands have held her children, along with five of her six
grandchildren at birth, touched the walls of the Grand Canyon, and cooked a
million meals.

      We laugh at the stories she tells, like when she ripped the lock off her
sister’s diary to read its contents. “Betsy” (our nickname for her) still puts us in
stitches with her funny dance moves, off-the-wall jokes, and songs (heard be-
fore, or made up). Her Mormon faith, good friends both near and far away,
family, and children keep her optimistic. Chemotherapy and radiation therapy
will knock her down, but not completely. She has too many people standing
behind her, ready to pick her back up.

I admire her stability through it all. Not once has she complained
about having such a disease, though she has enjoyed being waited on. There has
been physical pain, but the decision to not let cancer beat her, makes it more
tolerable. At seventy-five years old, she puts up the best fight I’ve ever seen.
She wakes up each morning, armed with her Opium perfume and curling iron, to
simply take one step at a time. Every day she asks how I am, what my day was
like and everything in between. She is selfless in every definition of the word,
My grandmother, also known as ‘Gram,’ gives the word ‘love’ a whole new
meaning.

My wish is that I can grow to become as strong as she is. She has
inspired me to overcome any and every obstacle that comes my way. Life is as
full as you make it, so why not make it interesting? She’ll be back to shooting
basketballs, babysitting toddlers, and walking a grown Labrador retriever down
the road soon. Betty Halterman is not just my grandmother, but my inspiration
and my friend.

Editor’s Note: Alisha won $100 for herself and $100 for her grandma in the
2009 Every Day Hero Essay Contest, sponsored by the GHS Creative
Writing Club.

Photo by Julia Rhodes

Salome Peterson
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JUNIORS STINA THOMPSON AND CHEYENNE GROBASKI SNAP A PHOTO OF THEMSELVES DURING CHORALE

MOMENT FOR THE GHS YEARBOOK.
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“I will never walk 
have, but I can adm
footprints from he

Abandoned

A pile of shoes,
lonely shoes with no feet to fill
them.
Where did these feet go?
To the factory,
the kitchen,
and the gas chambers.
Unwillingly, they left their shoes
behind.
They’d gladly have them back,
protecting their feet from
melted rubber and rigid rocks.
But for now, the shoes remain
captive,
just like their owners.

By Kacy Lynne Cannon

Inge

Where did your feet take you?
Tell me with your hands
Your words
Where have you been
What have you seen
Tell me things I will never truly
understand
I will never walk where you
have
But I can admire your footprints
from here
I can walk along beside them
And make a trail of my own
Where did you go?
What horrors have you seen?
What beauty?
Did you jump?
Did you run?
I hope there were times when
you could stroll
And observe the world around
you
Are your feet tired and sore?
Rest them here and tell me
Tell me
Where your feet have taken
you.

By Amber LaFavre

Photo by Julia Rhodes
Photo by Megan York

LIGH

FAYE

As strong as a baby’s grip on a
 finger,
The rope that ties them together
 will never break,
It will never shred,
It will never decrease.

With every day that passes,
No matter what the occasion,
The rope thickens,
The love they have layers,
One layer at a time,
Many layers.

The day that it will thin out will
 never come,
They are unselfish to each other,
Like a mother to her newborn
 baby,
They will never let go.

Though they are longing to be
 together,
They are so far apart,
Forced by the economy,
The struggles of life,
The decrease in jobs.

They make it through,
with every last glimpse of
 devotion,
Every last shred of hope,
With all the memories they share,
they make it through.

By Krystle Riley

Tied Together
Forgive, you forget
Never to think of the incident
The memory lost in time
No evidence to remember

Hurt can’t be forgotten
A permanent, personal scar
Forgetting is forgiving?
No.
Forgiving is a challenge.

A must or a choice?
Your own thoughts
and hurts, choice
Not must
Forgiving is time, thought.

Sad, sorry, mad, goodbye
Forgetting is impossible
A fluke, a joke
Brainwashing is forgetting
Unhuman, alien.

By Alex Pastor

Will You?

Photo by Megan York

The Sea of Intolerance
A sea of bodies
Moving as one
Scream
Jump
Sing voices
Becoming a single sound
Music like teeth on
Sandpaper
Grind through speakers
With a razor edge
Slicing eardrums
And we love it.

The lights go up
The body separates
The panting band leaves the

stage
And sweaty, exhausted fans
Hook arms toward the exit.

My blood is hot
My best friend’s hands clinging

to my elbow
“Be careful!
This mob will eat us alive!”

Whispers at first
Hurtful words hushed under

breaths
Not meant to be heard
Or were they?
Me, they’re talking about me
Panic like ice in my heart
That rushes to my head and toes
Best friend shouts, ordering

them to leave me alone
How did they know?
My shirt, of course my shirt
Gay pride on cotton threads
Never thought...

A hand of brick pulls me back
I scream, scream
Best friend lost as the body
Becomes one again
Their voices, whom I had
Joined not minutes ago in the

chorus
Of my favorite song are now
Against me, growling in my ear.
Knuckles, knuckles
Cracking against my jaw
Hands were not created to be

fists
Hands were not meant for

violence
Teeth click
World spins
Thoughts are absent
A foot in my side, can’t breathe
This body will crush me
A thousand fists
Acting as one.

“Dyke!”
“Faggot!”
“Devil, devil, you’re the devil!’
And I never thought it would hurt
Until someone associated me with

Satan.
I am not Satan.

I didn’t think I would survive
How could I?
Surely this body
Bigger, stronger than me
Would pound their derogatory,
Ignorant slurs into me
Until my heart stopped.

It was a security guard
Who saved me
And the black and green bruises I

carried
For weeks
Became scars on my heart
For years.

This memory will never leave me
Forever clear in a fog of memories.

The first time I was ever
Physically punished for some-

thing
I cannot help
The first time I was ever called
The devil
The first time I ever truly
Hated who I was.

And the last time I ever let a body
Made up of a thousand others
Seem bigger
Or better
Than me.

Editor’s Note:Amber won a $50
prize for third place in the 2010
Mark DeShambo Memorial Poetry
Contest.

BY AMBER LAFAVRE



Cold wind blows emotions around,
he has a worm for money; the candle
light you’ve been resting.

Objects in mirror are closer than they appear.

You drive away, wishing the
objects were further; hard times you
don’t want to see.

She’s beautiful in an ugly shell,
a thick shell, hard to get out of:
a hunger deep inside, something grimy
cleaning up a dirty heart, hate and
arguments remembered provoked the
blood running through earth.

I’ll show you any side of me I like, to throw
you off, depriving a flame of its oxygen has
become so easy, fueled by ideals
in different times

The “nice” truth, intended but lost.
The disgusting truth, intended and free.
Sad and true but not caring.

To murder crows instead of killing them,
the world could fade away, you don’t care,
you can answer this question:
where does the wind come from?
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“...Sometimes you have to stop
and sting the bees.”

Jacob Scott reads his winning poem “I
Know That You Know Everything,” which
earned him $100 in 2008 in the Mark
DeShambo Memorial Poetry Contest.

Why don’t you take that chance?
Run the race, play the game, ask
her name?
Or maybe take your seat?
Next to her, in the cold of the
heat?

And it makes no sense, but then
nor does she,
Well your friends all think, that
you’ve gone crazy,
And hey maybe you are. Cause
you life’s like bumper cars.
But sometimes you have to stop
and sting the bees.

These days you’re running from
her, just to hear her speak,
And sometimes all that you know
is that your strengths make you
weak.
So now nothing makes the sense
you wanted, nothing’s right at all.
Well your sky’s falling back-

wards,
your
sun
doesn’t
shine.
And
you

know your life’s everything
except fine.
But when you see there, alone in

Like a Serious Clown
her evening gown,
You better play it like a serious
clown.

Can’t read the hourglass.
Time’s a wastin’ make your pass.
How can you sit and wait?
Make your move, it’s your
chance, don’t be late.

And it makes no sense, but then
nor does she,
And your whole long life’s been a
parody,
Of those sad love songs you like,
But no one gives you the mic.

These days you’re running from
her, just to hear her speak,
And sometimes all that you know
is that your strengths make you
weak.
So now nothing makes the sense
you wanted, nothing’s right at all.
Well your sky’s falling backwards,
your sun doesn’t shine.
And you know your life’s
everything except fine.
But when you see there, alone in
her evening gown,
You better play it like a serious
clown.

These days I’m running from you,

just to hear you speak,
And sometimes all that I know is
that my strengths make me weak.
So now nothing makes the sense
I wanted, nothing’s right at all.
Well my sky’s falling backwards,
my sun doesn’t shine.
And I know my life’s everything
except fine.
But when I see there, alone in
your evening gown,
I’m gonna play it like a serious
clown.

By Brendan Espinosa
Editor’s Note: Brendan won the
2009 GHS Valentine Poetry
Contest, sponsored by the
Creative Writing Class.

HT STILL SHINES ON THE THE DESERTED 1880S COMPANY TOWN OF

ETTE, MICHIGAN.

The smell of gasoline on the Lord’s Day
Grease covers my hands, berry juice stains
my shirt
Impact wrenches and air hammers sound
the air
We eat the delectable fruit in bulk
A binge drunk with tequila on his breath,
Like a greenhorn with WD40,
Drenched bolts, and wasted lube
The empty pit my mother says I have,
Filled to the max, the twist in my gut shows
his hate,
Engine sounds drowned by chomped seeds,
the straight pipe Cherry Bomb met its
match,
Exhaust fumes in the blackberry patch.

Blackberry Binge

Craig DeVooght won $100 in the Mark
DeShambo Memorial Poetry Contest in
2009 for his poem “Blackberry Binge.”

I Know That You Know Everything

Photo by Mike Laitinen

“Where does the
wind come from?”
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The Power of One
BY JULIA RHODES

STAFF WRITER

     The power of one can inspire
and bring out the power of many.
How often do you watch the people
around you? When you go down the
street you see a couple holding
hands, a mother carrying her child,
someone walking a dog, someone
pushing a wheelchair. When you go
to school, someone is pushing a kid
into a locker, someone is working
hard to study for a test, someone is
telling secrets and jokes, and
someone is helping that kid up who
got pushed over. Who else do you
think is watching? Who is watching
you?

     Make a difference. Be the one
people see down the street helping a
stranger with full arms by opening a
door for them. People notice as much
as you notice others. By seeing kind
acts of service, it could inspire others
to repeat the same services for the
people they come into contact with.
And that man or woman you helped
will remember that you went out of
your way to help someone you have
never met before.

     You change the radio station, text
someone back, or put on that little bit of
makeup before you get to your destina-
tion.  Doesn’t seem like a big deal, right?

 According to www.keepthedrive.com,
a website for teens that encourages smart
driving, inattention while driving is the
cause of almost 80 percent of crashes.
You might think that you don’t get dis-
tracted enough while texting to the point
that you would get in a crash… you’re
wrong.

     A lot of the time, teens turn into
risk takers while driving.  Racing your
friends or seeing how fast your car can
go is fun until something bad happens
and you have to deal with the conse-
quences.

     Usually you don’t think of the
consequences in advance.  You might
think about something bad that could
happen for a second, but you never re-
ally consider it fully.  Choices you make
while driving can change your life, or
change the life of someone you’re with.

     Weekends are always a good time,
driving to your friends’ houses and driv-
ing around town.  Did you know, though,
that 55 percent of teen crashes happen
on the weekends?

     On the weekends, teens are usu-
ally busy.  Texting while driving comes
into play a lot. Teens often are trying to

find out
l a s t
minute
details
a b o u t
where
they’re
going,
w h a t
they’re doing, and who’s all going to
be there.  Many times, the way we
find that information out is by texting
or talking on the phone… while driv-
ing.

     In 2008, more than 4,000 teens
died in car crashes.  That equals about
11 deaths a day.

      You might think that if you get
in a car crash, you could get hurt…
and you might only think about the
consequences for you.  In 2008, 63
percent of teenage passenger deaths
were caused by the teen driving.
Texting while driving can not only af-
fect your life, but also other lives
around you.

Think about the things you
do while driving.  Living with the re-
gret of hurting or killing one of your
friends or someone else on the road
would haunt you for the rest of your
life.  Think before you do something
stupid.  No text is that important.

That text can wait
BY SHAYLA VANLERBERGHE

STAFF WRITER

BY JEFF POWERS

STAFF WRITER

      Run! Cover your mouth, and
get lots of hand sanitizer. Swine flu
is coming! I’m sure that earlier this
school year, you saw a lot of this
attitude in some of your fellow
students and even a few teachers.
Some people were viewing the
pandemic as a new plague. The fact
of the matter is that the disease,
while it can be deadly, is no more
dangerous for the average, able-
bodied teenager then the seasonal
flu.

       According to Dr. Marc
Lipsitch, a Harvard School of
Public Health professor who helped
the government plan its response to
the swine flu, the death rate of the
H1N1 virus was severely overesti-
mated when the pandemic started
to spread last year. Some initial
death rates were estimated to be
just fewer than five percent, causing
a lot of well deserved panic. Dr.
Lipsitch has recorded the death rate
somewhere between .007 and .045
percent. Compare that with the
death rate of the seasonal flu, which
is just fewer than .1 percent. Dr.
Lipsitch also says that the disease

is in its most
mild form
when
contracted
by younger
people in
their teens or
twenties.

       A lot
has been said
about the
number of people who have
contracted the virus; an estimate
earlier in the year said that nearly 50
percent of U.S. citizens would
contract the disease. That is
worrisome, except when you factor
in that over 80 percent of people
who get swine flu only carry it for
couple of days, and suffer from no
symptoms.

       So, while swine flu is a
serious disease that we should do
everything in our power to prevent,
it is important that we keep things
in perspective. Hopefully we can
use this as a learning experience, and
start trying to protect ourselves
from all harmful germs and diseases,
not just an outbreak of a new
influenza.

BY NIM REINHARDT

STAFF WRITER

     Eating Disorder: the first
thought that goes through someone’s
mind when they see her, a skinny,
bony girl. Most don’t know the true
facts of someone with an eating dis-
order, nor the symptoms, statistics,
and meaning of having one.

Anorexia is when a person
stops eating, while Bulimia is when
someone binge eats or eats normally
and then vomits afterward. Like any
disorder, these eating disorders have
their effects on health. Low energy,
hair loss, malnutrition, no menstrual
period, cardiac arrest, and even death
are symptoms of Anorexia and Bu-
limia.

      “Comments made by family
and friends when they’re young can
lead to these. Most of them start by
pressure from media, family, and so-
ciety,” said Mrs. Angela Micheau,
GHS health teacher. “We should start
talking about body image more when
they’re young. Talking about it can
be the prevention.”

      Eighty percent of women
aren’t satisfied with their appearance,
and an outstanding 51 percent of 9
and 10 year olds would feel better
about themselves if they were on a
diet, according to the National Eating
Disorders Association.

 “I don’t think eating dis-
orders make you any more attractive,”

said junior Matt Sinnaeve. “The
people in your life that actually care
about you will accept you for who
you are, no matter how you look.”

Most fashion models are
thinner than 98 percent of American
women and the average person sees
3,000 advertisements a day. One third
of these advertisements are wrapped
around beauty and appearance (Na-
tional Eating Disorders Association).

“There are way too many
advertisements these days and more
and more people think being really
skinny is the way and it’s not healthy,”
said sophomore Tina Lightfoot.“It’s
dangerous, and it can affect not only
your body but the people around you.”

On the other hand, many
don’t know that an eating disorder
doesn’t always mean not eating, or
being extremely skinny. Compulsive
Eating Disorder (CED) is an eating
disorder most people don’t think
about.

      CED doesn’t always mean the
person is overweight, but rather does
binge eating or has an addiction to food.
These people tend to use food or eat-
ing as a way of hiding from their emo-
tions and to cope with daily stress
and problems in their lives.

      “Many people don’t realize that
food, like drugs, can be used to fill in
what someone is missing in life,” ex-
plained Mrs. Micheau.

      This, too, causes health prob-
lems such as heart disease, diabetes,

joint pain,
and high
b l o o d
pressure.
Knowing
t h e
s y m p -
toms of
t h e s e
c o n d i -
tions is a key to helping someone with
an eating disorder, whether it’s a friend
or loved one.

      Excuses about eating, baggy
clothes, loss of weight, and lack of
diet and exercise can be signs of eating
disorders. Most people with eating
disorders have low self esteem, dis-
torted body image, desire attention,
and have emotional stress. Often, they
aren’t even aware of their problem.

Treatment for these disor-
ders can range all the way from self
help, group therapy, and inpatient
along with outpatient help. If you
believe you or someone you know has
an eating disorder, call the National
Eating Disorders Association helpline
at 800-931-2237 or visit
www.NationalEatingDisorders.org.

The skinny on eating disorders

Keep swine flu in perspective

I Want to Fall
From the Sky

To just float away
Let the air whisper its love in my
 ears

To wrap myself in a song and let
 the chords
Fly me away from here
To help me forget
So I don’t have to prove them
 right

I want the floors and ceilings to
 melt
So I can swirl them into a new
 picture
I wish I could repaint myself
Start fresh where no one knows
 me
And I could erase the person I used
to be

I want to be different
New
Pure
Go somewhere I’ve never been
Where no one knows me
And where being me is not a
 shameful thing

I want a second start
A clean slate
A stable moment
So I can stand on my feet
Fresh skin free of scars and blame
A heart that’s never been stained
So I can leave you behind without
 a trace

By Holly Maki

   Children are
influenced so
easily. You say a
word and they
repeat it. You
walk and they
follow you, step
by step.

 Little kids
watch every movement of older
children and adults in hopes that one
day they will be just like them.
Show our next generation what a
good world looks like. Help them to
see that there is good in this world
and that going out of your way to
help someone does truly make a
difference and can brighten up the
day for many.

     The power of one can inspire
and bring out the power of many.
Show the people around you that
there is a chance for a peaceful
world. It starts with one person who
inspires another who touches
someone else’s life who never
forgets. Begin the cycle.

Junior Pam Vincent understands that one person can make a
difference. Here, she donates blood for the National Honor Society
blood drive in April. A school record of 40 pints of blood was
collected on that day “Little things one person does over time add
up to something large,” she said.

Photo by Julia Rhodes

Teens need to be attentive while driving

Illustration by Amanda Feliciano
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Will you go to prom
with me?????
Tips for a smooth prom

BY AMANDA TRACY

STAFF WRITER

Prom is just around the corner and
romance is in the air. We all know the
routine. There’s the glitter and
garters, tuxedos and fancy shoes,
dancing and laughing- a night to get
all blissed out over young love. Your
prom is a night to remember. But
before all of the glitz and glam clouds
your vision, here are some helpful
tips that you might want to bring
with you on this special night.

Tip #1: Choose your date wisely.
Who you decide to go to prom

with is a big decision. You want to be
sure that it’s someone who won’t
make you feel uncomfortable or
make your prom night an awkward
event you’ll never forget. Consider
going with a classmate that you’ve
had your eye on or even just a good
friend. Laughter is the key to a
successful prom. “…We went for a
drive by a lake in Escanaba and he
brought me to a gazebo,” recalls
senior Ariel Yeager of her boyfriend
Robert Ganzel. “We went inside the
gazebo and he got down on his
knee… “Will you go to prom with
me?” Of course, I said, ‘Yes.’”

Tip #2: Take a limo, or have
someone else drive you to and from
prom.

According to Promguide.com, in
2005, of the 6,100 youths killed in
traffic crashes, one-third of the
crashes involved alcohol. Don’t drink
and drive. Also be sure to do a
background check on your transpor-
tation services. Even if you and your
date are attending a non-alcoholic
event afterwards, do it safely. “If
you’re going to after prom events,
always wear a seatbelt,” suggests
senior Justin Maki.

 Tip #3: Buy your tickets in
advance.

Most likely it’s cheaper to buy
your tickets beforehand rather than
purchasing them at the door. Relieve
yourself of extra stress and buy your
tickets with time to spare. Don’t
forget to double check that you and
your date have your tickets before
heading off to the dance! Senior
Lindsey Saari has another quick tip,
“Instead of getting your hair or nails
done at a professional salon, go to a

Seniors Robert Ganzel and Ariel
Yeager

Photo by Megan York

cosmetology school salon instead
because it’s cheaper.”

Tip #4: Make reservations at least
a month ahead of time.

Around prom time, restaurants get
booked up fast. Be sure to make
your dinner reservations as soon as
you’re sure that’s where you’ll be
eating to guarantee a table for you
and your friends. Sometimes it’s not
a bad idea to reserve a few extra
seats in case you have extra friends
joining you. “Eat cheap. Even eating
somewhere like McDonalds could
be fun and save you a lot of money,”
says senior Isaac Wedig.

Tip #5: Final touches make the
night even more special.

So don’t forget your date’s
corsage! Call your local florist in
advance to order it and, guys, ask
your date what color her dress is to
match the flower. Girls, allow
yourself any extra time for
alterations. “Last year, I went to
prom with Brian Shoemaker and he
bought my corsage from Gwinn
Floral. It had a white band with
white roses and glitter,” remembers
senior Ariel Yeager.

Whether you fall flat on your face
during the Grand March, or it’s
smooth sailing throughout your
whole prom, chances are it’s a night
you’ll remember even when you’re
helping your son or daughter dress
up for their own prom. So, to
guarantee you’ll get that opportu-
nity in your lifetime, be safe and be
smart. Plan your night in advance
and remember that you can have fun
without alcohol or drugs.

Got StressGot StressGot StressGot StressGot Stress?
BY SAMANTHA OLSON

STAFF WRITER

    What’s the one thing in the world
that gets everyone excited? What’s the
one thing that makes everyone want
to join in? What’s the one thing that
everyone wants their turn at? Bubble
Wrap. Yes, Bubble Wrap. It’s a great
stress reliever and creates a fun and
easy outlet for anyone.

      Kathleen M. Dillon, who is now
a professor at Western New England,
conducted experiments that proved
that popping Bubble Wrap leaves one
less tired and reduces stress. It also
allows people’s creativity to flow. The
most creative thing I’ve seen is a prom
dress made entirely out of Bubble
Wrap.

      Whether they like the sound, the
feel, the open end for creativity or the
overall experience, everyone loves
Bubble Wrap. Personally, my favorite
way is to twist it and pop them all at
once, unless it’s the big kind. Then I

like to jump on them. Everyone does
it their own way and for their own
reasons.

      Now there are even easier ways
to pop. There are online simulators all
over the Internet that let you pop the
bubbles with the mouse and hear the
sound through your speakers. It’s even
more inexpensive and more accessible.

      There is even a Bubble Wrap
Appreciation Day, held on January
29th every year. It all began with
“Spirit 95” radio station in
Bloomingdale, Indiana. In 2001, the
station held its first Bubble Wrap Ap-
preciation Day with games like “pop-
a-mole,” a Bubble Wrap popping re-
lay, and sculpture and fashion design
contests.

Bubble Wrap was first in-
vented in 1975 by Marc Chavannes
and Al Fielding in a garage in
Hawthorne, New Jersey. The pair of

“Personally, my favorite
way is to twist it and pop

them all at once, unless it’s
the big kind. Then I like to

jump on them. ”

PPPPPerererererfffffect:ect:ect:ect:ect:
BY SARAH UNDERWOOD

STAFFWRITER

     It all started with a single
question, subtly whispered from
one student to another while the
teacher lectured the class.

“Did you get your
prom dress yet?”

From there, the
chattering spread like wildfire.
Girls clustered together at
computers, looking up dresses
online and discussing avidly
which one was the best. Harsh
debates broke out about style,
color, designer, and price as each
tried to prove that their dress
would be the one no one would
ever forget. I gladly joined in on
the mania and counted as one by
one my friends found the dress. It
was around then that the
realization struck me: I still
hadn’t found my dress.

The more girls I heard
proudly proclaim, “I got my
dress yesterday,” the more
panicked I became. What if I
didn’t find a single dress I liked?
What if the dress was too
expensive? What if something
happened to it? What if someone
else from the school got the same
one? It didn’t matter that it was
only December and I still had five
months to get that perfect dress;
the fear was only building inside
of me as I wondered how I could
have gone so long without even
taking a glance in the store
windows.

Of course, my mother
didn’t see it that way. The more I
tried to pressure her into taking
me dress shopping, the more
stressed out she became. She was
more aware of how much time I
had than I was, and knew that my
fears were completely irrational.
Still, no amount of logic could
talk me out of it. I needed a dress,
and fast.

Ironically, the dress
shopping expedition started out
on accident. After her computer
malfunctioned, my mother
decided to take me into town to
help her pick out a new one. To
be truthful, a prom dress was the
last thing on my mind. Through a
twist of fate and with a single
stop at a stoplight, though,

One girl’s
struggle to
find the dress

everything changed.
“Oh my God!” I yelled as

my mother let out an excited gasp
next to me. We had stopped right
next to one of the few bridal galleries
in town, and sitting in the display
was a gown that can only be
described in one way: it was truly
the dress. Sweetheart cut, tight-
fitting bodice, poofy tulle skirt,
intricate and swirling beading, dozens
of shades of pinks and greens; this
dress had it all. It was a dress like no
other I had seen, a dress that
everyone was sure to remember. We
immediately parked the truck and ran
inside, our feet guiding us swiftly to
the display case. My mother
immediately grabbed the tag, tugging
on it gently and informing me of
what I had been dreading. It wasn’t
in my size.

I tried to shrug it off,
agreeing to try on other dresses in
the store, but none of them were
right. The color was wrong, the cut
was wrong, the fabric was wrong.
They either made me look too short,
too wide, too pale, or too tan. I made
my way to the exit, the disappoint-
ment obvious on my face, when an
assistant offered me some help. We
talked for a while about the dress in
the window when she informed me
that she could order it in any size. It
was like a sudden beacon of hope as
I turned to my mother, a grin already
formed on my face. I was buzzing
with excitement, high with the feeling
that I had found what I had been
looking for with almost no effort.
Then came the second disappoint-
ment of the day: the dress was $500.

As much as I tried, putting
on my best pouty face and unleash-
ing my saddest puppy-dog eyes, my
mom wouldn’t budge. We left the
store empty-handed, and all of her
attempts to cheer me up were to no
avail. I was dress-less, and currently
didn’t care if I went to prom in
sweats, or really went to prom at all.

The next weekend, my
mom decided that we needed to go
investigate a few other stores in
town and see what we could come
up with. Our first stop was a no-go.
The shop had only a few prom
dresses, and not a single one of them

was the style I was looking for. We
left it almost as soon as we entered,
feeling a little discouraged. It was as
though what I had feared the most
was slowly coming true: I wasn’t
going to find a dress I loved.

The next store showed no
more promise. I tried on just one
dress, a teal number that was nothing
like what I had been hoping for.
Somehow, though, the saleswoman
who had been helping me took a
liking to me and decided to let me in
on a little secret.

“I have a dress ordered
that would be perfect for you,” she
told me. “It should be coming in any
day now. When it does, I’ll put your
name on it, stick it in the back, and
call you. You can come in, try it on,
and if you like it, buy it. You’ll be
the only one to ever wear it.”

I asked her if I could see
the catalogue before I made my
decision, and she gladly pulled it out
for me, flipping through the pages
until she found it. I’ll be honest, as I
glanced down at the glossy paper, I
wasn’t really impressed with the
dress on the page, but it was just too
good of a deal to pass up. I reluc-
tantly gave her my number and we
were on our way out the door, yet
another failed outing behind us.

A week later, we got the
call. The dress was in, and as I
entered the store to try it on, I felt a
combination of excitement, hope,
and fear. This was the last chance I
had to get the dress, and I could feel
the pressure mounting as she
unzipped the bag, exposing the
iridescent purple fabric. I slipped it
on, walking into the lobby where my
mother and friend were chatting with
the sales lady. Glancing in the three-
way mirror, I could feel the
disappointment building. This
wasn’t what I wanted, not at all.

But, as I suddenly felt the
corset back getting laced up, I
watched a change take place. Now, I
noticed how well the dress suited
my shape, how the color comple-
mented my skin tone, and how the
beading caught the light. It was
beautiful, more beautiful than any of
the other dresses I saw combined.
With a smile, I proudly proclaimed,
“This is it. This is the dress.”

engineers was trying to make a plastic
wallpaper with paper backing. When
this didn’t go over so well, they real-
ized that the product could be used
for packaging because at this time there
were only abrasive papers that people
had to make do with. After raising
$9,000 for their sealed air idea, the in-
dustry took off and is, of course, still
in use today.

      Each year, bubble wrap is manu-
factured in 52 countries and enough is
made to stretch to the moon and back.

Photos by N
ikita C
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Students in
Mrs.Hewson’s art
classes created
replicas of artwork
by children
imprisoned at the
Terezin
concentration
camp. Above, a
watercolor by
Brian Parkkila.
Left,a watercolor
by Rachel Eardley.
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“Hope is a sustaining light, folded
carefully into secret corners of the soul...”

Food Rations
     In the Dachau Concentration Camp near Munich, prisoners were
supposed to be given a set amound of food for a week, with an extra
portion for prisoners doing ‘heavy work.’ Weekly rations changed during
the course of the war, as well. Here is what they were supposed to get on
a weekly basis:

Aug 40-     May 43- May 44-          Mar 45-
May 42      May 44 Mar 45

*Meat or
meat product 400 gr      280 gr 200 gr      250 gr
*Fat 200 gr      170 gr 182.5 gr      83.33 gr
*Curds 100 gr      100 gr 100 gr      41.66 gr
*Bread 2740 gr       2450 gr 2600 gr      1750 gr
*Sugar 80 gr      80 gr 80 gr
*Jam 100 gr      100 gr 100 gr      250 gr
*Cereals 150 gr      150 gr 255 gr
*Flour or mixture 225 gr      125 gr 125 gr
*skimmed milk .25 l daily     .25 l daily
*Coffee substitute 84 gr      63 gr 62. 5 gr      33.33 gr
*Potatoes 3500 gr      5000 gr 2800 gr      3500 gr
*Fresh vegetables 2800 gr      2600 gr 4000 gr      375 gr
Supplement for Heavy Work Crews
*Meat or
meat product 400 gr      280 gr 280 gr      350 gr
*Fat 100 gr      100 gr 100 gr      56.66 gr
*Bread 1400 gr      1400 gr 1400 gr      1100 gr
What did the prisoners actually get?
Morning: 350 gr of bread for the whole day, 1/2 liter of substitute coffee
Midday: 6x each week -- 1 liter turnip or cabbage soup,
               once a week -- 1 liter of noodle soup
Evening: 4x week -- 20-30 gr sausage or cheese, 3/4 liter substitute tea;

  3x week -- 1 liter soup
Remember: 1 oz=approx. 28.35 grams, so 350 gr of bread for a day is

about 3/4 lb; 20-30 gr of sausage or cheese is about 1 oz.

Photo submitted by Inge AuerbacherStanding in line for food at Terezin.

Weekly Rations
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Carrying Hope
Small gasps escape and open-

mouthed,
I gaze into the reflecting pool,
One lingering question hides amid

the blackness:
How can each of us carry hope?

I wasn’t face to face with the men
as they stormed the beaches of
Normandy,

but their pain bleeds out of the
particular pages

of my tattered school history
book,

and I imagine the gaping wounds
that go untreated

on the arms of bloodied and
tireless soldiers,

as Grandpa, slightly tipsy, tells old
war stories

and I shudder to hear
the whizzing of bullet shots,

trampling of feet, and screams of
pain…

I only think of a need for peace.

I will never completely understand
the horrors

that keep one paralyzed with fear
in the middle of the night, begging
please, Lord, let it not be my family

next
as the real miseries release
the thunderclaps and heavy clouds,
descending down: It begins to pour

on all that is dear until
there is a danger of drowning
and all is lost in the flood.

I’m surprised and terrified as I
peer into the mirror’s reflection,

but I can’t turn my back
on the ravenous, gaunt faces
of the prisoners of falsely accused

crimes:
they do not recall what it is that

they are being punished for.
their bony noses press between

the cold iron bars,
trying to breathe in a freedom
that was stolen; they count the

days

slowly wasting away.
Helplessly, I watch.

Little Jewish girls substitute for
dolls stray dandelions

that grow freely, tantalizingly, just
out of reach

unhindered on the other side,
and strangers for families that have

slowly “disappeared”
into the common unmarked grave.
They stare at all that was and

could be one too many steps
beyond.

I cry at this intolerance in the most
evil form and pray for courage.

Young men, one black and one
white, stare inquisitively into each
other’s eyes,

searching for answers, always,
as they are forced into separate but

not equal,
and there is a demanding cry for

justice
that is resounded into the
long lines of Sunday-dressed ladies
taking to the polls for the first

time, chanting this message into my
heart:

At long last: our voice really
matters.

I cannot compass the quantity of
untold sufferings,

but I see pain clearly: unwarranted
deaths and scars

that bloody and mar the land in
deep thick red,

with the bodies of some just barely
clinging to life.

I mourn, and wonder.
Where does tomorrow’s happiness

hide
among the ruins caused by the

intolerance, injustice and hatred
strewn out before me?

I search for hope
in the declarations, speeches, and

promises scribbled on parchment,
in the first mouth-watering taste of

warm, crusted bread,

in the sapphire blue, cloudless sky.

However, I find hope
in the audacity of children, tenderly

created dandelion dolls,
in the picture of a curly blonde

pigtailed girl
found in the shredded pocket of a

fallen Marine,
in a voice that shouts out an

opinion and is acknowledged,
and even in the last words whis-

pered, the dying
that desire a better tomorrow for

those who must go forward into life.

And suddenly I realize
how I can make sense of these

universal sorrows,
and how I can now bear this

burden.

I translate the pain into a promise
for a better tomorrow

and am forever grateful for the
compounding sacrifice of so many.

They have given me the courage to
carry hope.

Of what I am convinced?
Held in the reflection of sorrow and

remembrance,
I am strengthened and lifted by

their struggles.
Truth: there is choice.
There is chance.
And we must go on.

Hope is a sustaining light,
folded carefully into secret corners

of the soul.
Outshining the bleakness of

despair,
we step forward into our lives.
Unafraid.

By Meredith Buck

Editor’s Note: Meredith is the
winner of the 2010 Mark
DeShambo Memorial Poetry
Contest. She won $100 for first
prize.

The Mark DeShambo
Memorial Poetry Contest was
started to help foster the love
of poetry at the high school
level.  The now annual poetry
contest was created to honor
the memory of Gwinn High
School student, Mark
DeShambo, who bravely
fought cancer. Mark passed
away in 2004, his junior year,
and is fondly remembered by
our community for his
strength of spirit, his
contagious smile, his athletics,
and his love of writing.

Mandy Pell (GHS Class of
2006) was one of Mark’s
classmates and wanted to start
a poetry contest in his name.
However, the contest never
came to fruition while she
attended GHS.  In 2008,
Mandy’s dream of honoring
Mark became a reality and
every year since the GHS
creative writing students have
fundraised to keep the contest
going.

The contest winners this
year include: Meredith Buck,
first place; Ji-Hoon Min,
second place; and Amber
LaFavre, third place.

Mark
DeShambo
Memorial

Poetry
Contest

Mark DeShambo

4 Letters
There is a four letter word that

exists in this world
A word that serves as a beacon to

millions
Contagious to those in its path

With the power to light up the
darkest of times

There is nothing in existence that
can wither its strength

The one thing that cannot ever be
taken away

This word symbolizes life in all of
its meaning

Fighting today for a better
tomorrow

No other celebrates the world’s
one common bond

Through the blazing fire and storm
of everyday life

A dose of this is sure to clear the
skies,

Wipe away the tears, and calm the
waves

For as long as there is a Heaven
and Earth

This word will rise up the
defeated, strengthen the weak

And bring together the world’s
strangers

This four letter word: hope

By Ji-Hoon Min

Editor’s Note: Ji-Hoon is the
second place winner of the 2010
Mark DeShambo Memorial
Poetry Contest. He won $75 for
his poem.

“...This word will rise up
the defeated, strengthen the
weak and bring together the
world’s strangers...”

Differences
Traditions carry over
Altered and changed with time
Foods, dances, and clothing
But they thought it was a crime

People share ideas
They teach and show
It’s how we grow and learn
But they said no

They said it was a bad thing
That everyone should be the same
They blamed everyone different
They took away their names

Then there were just numbers
No way to tell them apart
Except for the stories
That they kept in their hearts

Punished because they were
different
Identities taken away
Forced into camps
Their homes, they couldn’t stay

Worked to the bone
With little food too
Children, women, men
They didn’t care who

They killed thousands
They didn’t care
All because they were different
Just because they were there

But today we accept everyone
No matter who they are

No matter where they came from
Everyone’s a star

By Cheyenne Grobaski
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